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been stranded on the coast of England, 
and persons properly qualified have heen 
Sent from London to examine and pre- 
serve this wonderful creature. 

Died.. ..The Earl of Orford : he is suc- 
ceeded by his son Lord Walpole, now Earl 
of Orford. In London. General Mor- 
daunt, aged 79. The Right Hon. the 
Dowager Lady Ashburton. Mr. Richard 
Sterling, Nursery-man, after a long and 
painful illness, occasioned by smoking a 
pipe, which caused a cancer in his lip, by 
not waxing the end before he put it into 
his mouth. 

JERSEY. 

St. hilieb, February 27 : — "Two sea- 
men, J. Hubert and J. Bertant, natives of 
the island of Jersey, lately effected their 
«scapefrom the horrors of a French pri- 
son. They had been confined, with seve- 
ral of their countrymen, for many months 
at Valenciennes. They eluded the vig- 
ilance of their guards, with two of their 
companions, who, from their imprudence 
in the neighbourhood of Caen, were ap- 
prehended, and sent back to their former 
habitation. Our two adventurers were 
near six weeks in travelling through 
the country between Valenciennes and 
< oncale Bay. The greatest part of the 
journey was performed in the night- 
time, and in most inclement weather. 
Having gained the coast, they, after 
a. lohg and cautious search, discovered 
a small boat, anchored about a mile 
from the shore — they waited till the tide 
had partly ebbed, when, fearful of being 
detected, if they waited till it was low- 
Water, one of them swam off to the 
boat, which was without oars or sails; 
lie consequently returned to his ship-mate 
disheartened and despairing; fortunately 



they soon afterwards found the oars, 
which had been carried by the careful 
fisherman close to his hut, and, though 
nearly exhausted with famine and fa- 
tigue, they arrived in St. Catherine's Bay 
the evening of the second dayafterthey 
embarked, having been three days and 
nights without any kind of sustenance. 
Their limbs were much swollen, and in 
some places ulcerated, in consequence 
of the hardships they had undergone.—* 
They report that, understanding and 
speaking the language of the country, they 
in some places, when obliged to beg for 
food, represented themselves as conscripts 
who had deserted, and frequently were o- 
bliged to confess their real situation.— 
They assert that they were uniformly re- 
lieved to the full extent of the means of 
the charitable peasants to whom they ap- 
plied, were often permitted to secret 
themselves in their cottages in the day- 
time, and were directed by their generous 
entertainers, in the safest routes, and 
where they might successfully apply for 
assistance. The lower orders in France 
are represented as being in the most 
Wretched and oppressed condition, and 
unanimously averse to a continuation of 
the war; and it is certain that however 
much Bonaparte may be idolized by the 
army, he is detested by the people. When 
an English prisoner of war isdetected ii„ at- 
tempting to evade the miseries of a French 
prison, he is confined, sometimes for three 
or six months, at the pleasure of his gaol- 
er, in a dark and damp dungeon, without 
bedding of any description, and his exis- 
tence barely prolonged by a scanty allow- 
ance of bad black bread and water, nor 
is he permitted to have communication 
with any one but his keepers. 



AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

From February 20, lilt March 20, 1809. 

SiscE last Report the weather has been extremely favourable for the business of 
the farm, and much work has been done by the plough, and' in some districts a con- 
siderable progress made in sowing oats. 

The wheat crops continue to look well, and a considerable degree of vegetation ap- 
pears on the grass grounds, which if not checked by frosts, seem to promise an 
early supply of grass for the stock of youug cattle. 

The prices of grain and oatmeal have fallen a good deal since last Report. Pota- 
toes are plenty and" cheaper in the markets, the fears of scarcity have now subsided, 
and we trust it will be found that the crops of last year were not so defective as was 
apprehended. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 
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